December 2008 Newsletter
Christmas Meeting 13th December 2008
No Club Meeting Sunday 21st December 2008
Next Club Meeting Sunday 18th January @12:30pm
IN THIS ISSUE
Greetings Fellow Brewers
Ho Ho Ho Merry Christmas! On behalf of myself and
the committee of Westgate Brewers I would like to convey
the compliments of the season and best Christmas wishes
to all members and their families.
I have now overcome (well almost) the surgery on my shoulder, I was
discharged from hospital on the Sunday of our last meeting and was, unfortunately, unable to attend either the meeting or the social event at Andy’s on
Saturday night. I understand that a number of Westgate members did attend
Andy’s party and all had a good time, I’m sorry I missed both Andy’s party and
the meeting.
Our next meeting will be the annual Christmas function, this year it will
once again be held at Robin & Dawn Selwood’s home at 45 Fisher St Maidstone. The club will be providing roast meats, salads and bread for members
and families, if anyone has special dietary needs then you will have to provide
for those needs yourself. I would also like to encourage all members to bring
along some beer samples to share with other members to enjoy and/or judge
and discuss, it might also be a good idea to bring along a plate, knife/fork/
spoon and your own chair. We will also be conducting our usual bi monthly
competition, this month the category is high gravity – should go well at a
brewing club Christmas party!
I’m looking forward to an exciting year next year, the committee has a
number of interesting and informative sessions planned to stimulate and educate our members in the art of brewing and beer appreciation. We have tentatively planned a couple of triangular blind beer tastings for our first meeting in
the new year. This may, for instance, take the form of three beers being presented two VB,s and one Crown Lager and trying to determine which is which
– a tall order I reckon!
A couple of reminders, the first is that membership fees are now due
and payable, it is important that the club remains financially sound and to
achieve this it is important that membership fees are paid in a timely manner Please assist by paying your membership ASAP. The second reminder is for
material for the newsletter, it is a tough job for the editor to keep coming up
with interesting information to include in the newsletter, everyone wants an
interesting and readable newsletter so it is up to everyone to try to help out.
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REMEMBER– If you Drink and Drive-You’re a Bloody Idiot
The Editor and Publisher of this newsletter do not guarantee any product which is advertised in this publication, nor do we take any responsibility for any claim or action which may result from the use of any
product or the following of advice which appears in this magazine. We, the Editor and publisher of this
magazine encourage letters and debate from our readers, but reserve the right to edit any letter, or refuse
to publish any letter, for legal reasons.

Fresh Hop Cones
If your interested in brewing with fresh hop cones, John Kingston is taking orders
for the 2009 season’s crop. The hops are Cluster hops from the King Valley region
and are available in 1 Kilogram lots. The Hops mature in late February but previous years hops have had an alpha acid level of around 6 percent and were priced
very reasonably. John has brewed using previous years harvests and reports a
clean bitterness and a good aroma. Numbers need to be known early so for more
information please speak to John Kingston at our next meeting.
A Beer Revolution
In the last 10 years Craft Brewing in Australia has undergone something of a revolution. Was it really only 10
years ago that Westgate Brewers had a day out at The Quiet Man and The Elephant and Wheelbarrow seeking
commercially interesting beer on tap? Now there are more breweries, producing more beer, available at more
hotels and bottle-shops. And not only beers aimed at the general consumer but interesting, creative beers. Seasonal beers, limited edition beers, anniversary beers, vintage dated beers, beers using unique ingredients and
beers in little known styles are all available from Australian craft brewers. It used to be the case that such experimental beers were the domain of the home brewer but increasingly craft brewers are leading the way. Not
surprising really as most craft brewers have a home brewing background. So if your in need of inspiration have
a look at some of our craft brewery offerings. The following beers I have sampled recently.
Murray’s Brewing—Icon 2IPA. 7.5% ABV
Described on their website as one of the hoppiest beers brewed in Australia
and brewed with a starting gravity of 1079 . Receives high ratings on rate
beer. I found it to be not quiet as over the top as is claimed. In fact its possible
to perceive a fruity, honey like malt aroma along with the hops and slight alcohol warmth. The flavour is a really great combination of malt and hops that
seem in near perfect balance. The high hopping rate leaves plenty of bitterness
but it’s never overly harsh or unpleasant. With such high hops and alcohol the
beer is strangely very drinkable and most enjoyable. They also produce,
amongst other offerings, an Imperial Stout of 1100 OG and 10% ABV.
Red Ducks—4 Ducks Strong Dark Belgian Ale. 10.0% ABV
Pours brown in colour and with no head which is a little off putting until
you taste it. Intense aromas of fruits and spices typical of Belgian ale type
yeasts. Tingles on the tongue so there is plenty of carbonation despite the
lack of foam. The light colour means the beer is missing some of those
darker raison like flavours I would have expected in this style. It’s still a
great beer though with plenty of warming alcohol and interesting flavours
that change as the beer warms. I really didn't want the glass to finish. An
intense, unique and amazing beer that’s as good as the Belgians make.
Malt Shovel Brewery—Abbey Ale. 7.0% ABV
Pours brilliantly clear and pale gold. I’m not sure there is any
yeast in the bottle? Candied fruits and a little alcohol warmth in
the aroma. Some wheat and Belgian beers are often described as
having an aroma and flavour of bubblegum and I think this is a
good example. Has any one else experienced this flavour in this
beer? A very dry, austere finish that leaves you wanting more.
Overall an interesting offering from one of Australia’s bigger craft
brewers.

Thirst choice

The Age November 7, 2008 - 4:25PM

Beer Mug World Record…Anita Schwarz from Eichenau tries to set a
new world record carrying 21 beer mugs at once across a distance of 40
metres in a tent near Zeltingen, Germany, 09 November 2008. However,
Eichenau fails to transport the mugs in one piece. Photo: UPPA/Photoshot
Beer Nuts – Beer Characters of Australia. Words by Sunil Badami.
Photos by Esmeralda Wood. Published 2007
I found this book in my local library and thought it was worth letting
people know about it. No not a book about beer snacks, the book takes a
look at the lighter side of Australia’s craft brewing industry and features
interviews with many established and up and coming brewers. Although
light on technical information, this book does give some decent insights
into the world of craft brewing.
Despite presenting a broad range of brewers, what comes across in
every interview is an overwhelming enthusiasm for all things beer and
the book does a good job of conveying this enthusiasm to you, the
reader. Features many colour pictures of brewers standing in breweries
and holding glasses of beer which is never a bad thing.
Warning: Contains a photo of Chuck Hahn wearing nothing but Speedos

In somewhat of a scary news story, Inbev, one of the largest
brewing companies in Europe have successfully taken over
Anheuser-Busch, one of the United States biggest brewing
companies. This is the largest brewery consolidation in history, creating a company dealing with 200 beer brands and
employing over 120,000 people in 30 countries. What percentage of the world’s beer this company produces I would
hate to contemplate.

